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Preserve the safe house Bush built for children

hen-Gov. George W. Bush
championed abused children,

I reforming laws and increasing
funding for child protection. Every-
thing he did for children, however, the
7oth Legislature under Gov. Rick Perry
will undo umless thew fund Child Pro-
teetive Services.

Bush created the Committee to Fro-
moete Adoption, which concluded that
the state was negiecting children in
foster care instead of moving them to
permanent homes. [Tzing this finding,
Bush in 1997 convineed the Legislature
to require conrts and CPS to move fos-
ter children back to their own homes or
to adoptive homes within a year.

Bush did not stop there. After
studying CPS" hudget. he convinced the
Legislature in 1999 10 increase funding
by 004 million which included 380
more front-line caseworkers, a 7 per-
cent foster care rate increase and in-
ereased prevention funding,

Now, eaught betwean our children’s
needs and talk of no new taxes, the
Legislature i3 considering entting 240
CPS staff. Perry's administration ad-
mits: “A decrease of 240 (workaers) di-
rectly impacts the safety and well being
of children.”

“Caseloads . . . would increase,” and
investigations would "be compro-
mised.” Children might “experience
repeated abuses,”

A5 3 judge, | learned how a shortage
of CPS investigators results in repeated
abuses. One l4-vear old girl comes
painfully to mind. Her mother was
dead. Her father had driven off her
stepmother by domestic violence, Then
he marned to his daughter. He kapt her
home from school to work, and he bheat
hor regularly. Someone called CPS

repeatedly, CPS [inally removed her
and brought a case against her father.
In chambers, she and [ talked about her
new achool and foster home. Then I
asked ifshe had any questions. Her eyes
filled with tears as she whispered, “Yes,
Why did it take you so long to come and
get ma?"

Tt took solong becanse CPS had so few
investigators. Threugh Bush's in-
creased funding, however, CP3 was
able to remove dramatically more
children from abusive homes. In 1998,
hefore the increased funding, CPS re-
moved 6917 abused children. In 2002,
with the increased funding, CPS re-
moved 11,309, Bush also increased
money for services to families, such as
substance abuse treatment, so CP3S
could leave children safely home with
gervices or return children safely home
after services, The Legislature is con-
gidering cutting services by more than
%53 million. Perry's administration
admits that by reducing services more
children will have to be removed from
their homes and fewer will be able to
return home.

Consequently, CPS will need more
homes; yet the Legislature is consider-
ing cutting foster care and adoption
subsidies by an astounding 35 percent,
the amount paid a decade ago. [t means
a loss to foster parents and treatment
conters of mora than 8100 million a vear
in state and federal funds. Perry's ad-
ministration concedes that the cut will
force some foster homes and Treatment
centers toclose, CPS already hastoo few
safe places for children, and with these
catts will soom have even fewer.

By cutting adeption subsidies, Par-
ry's administration admits [t will
complete fewer adoptions. More than

3,700 children are free for adoption and
awaitinga family. Withoutan adequate
adoption subsidy, many families just
cannot consider parenting these chil-
dren, many of whom have special needs
or are part of a sibling group.

Asajudge, [learned about the lives of
despalr led by these waiting children.
Qe B-year old boy sat in my chambers
with clenched fists and tears sireaming
down his cheeks as he told me: "My life
sucks, and it will always suck.” Forget
about child abuse prevention. Of the
stata's 17 prevention programs, under
the proposed budget the state will fund
only three, rediced by 18 parcent.

If the state could safely cat the CPS
budget, Bush wottld not have called for
increased funding. Republican admin-
istrations have controlled CPS for more
than six years and have submitted
three consecutive biennial budgets.
After the Legislature approved the
present budget, Parry did not veto a
single cent. How could they think they
could safely cut CPS now?

Yer, they are dispassionately dis-
cussing curting $53 million state dollars
from the present budget and denving an
additional 355 million needed essen-
tially to tread water, thereby giving up
more than $00 million in maiching
federal dollars. The 8108 million in state
dollars CPS peeds would cost each
Texas family $8 a year. If you want to
preserve the safe house that George W,
Bush built for Texas children, please i=t
Perry and the Legislature know that
vou are willing to pay your 38, aven if it
means more taxes.
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